
The Cleveland Museum of Art 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Denise Horstman, ext. 262 

Decembers, 1996 


ART MUSEUM DIRECTOR LECTURES ON GREAT GOTHIC CATHEDRALS 
Wednesdays -- January 15, 22, and 29 

The grandeur of French cathedrals is the inspiration for a winter evening lecture series at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art: The Majesty of Stone and Light— The Great Gothic Cathedrals: France 
and Beyond. Museum director Robert P. Bergman titles these “Art Travels” lectures "St. Denis and 
the Genesis of Gothic" (January 15); "Chartres, Amiens, Reims: Classic Gothic" (January 22); and 
"The Internationalization of Architectural Style: Gothic Abroad" (January 29). All begin at 6:45 pm. 

In sold-out lecture series the past two winters. Dr. Bergman served as "tour director" of 
armchair voyages to extraordinary monuments of the medieval Mediterranean world and to great 
Italian Renaissance frescoed chapels. Commenting on his topic for this year's series, he says, "I'm 
very much looking forward to this year's 'Art Travels' lectures since Gothic architecture is a subject 
close to my heart and one that I've always enjoyed teaching. I hope those who join us come away 
with an interesting and informed itinerary for their travels or their imaginations." 

The Gothic style of architecture is best known in modem times in the cathedrals still 
standing from the Middle Ages, characterized by high pointed arches, gemstone-colored leaded glass 
windows, sculptural portals and facades, and flying buttresses. 

Registration and seating are first-come, first-served. Pre-registration to guarantee seating is 
required by Friday, January 10. The series fee is $25 ($20 for museum members). Persons wishing 
to register should write checks to the Cleveland Museum of Art and send them to: Education 
Department, Gothic Cathedrals, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44 1 06- 1797. Information is available by calling 2 1 6/42 1 -7340, ext. 464. After January 1 0, 

remaining seats will be available at the door at $10 per lecture. 

* * * 

Since becoming director of the Cleveland Museum of Art in 1 993, Dr. Bergman has lectured to large 
and enthusiastic museum, university, and civic audiences on a variety of topics. Dr. Bergman is currently 
chairman of the board of the American Association of Museums. He has ser\^ed as chair of the American Arts 
Alliance and as president of the Association of Art Museum Directors. In Cleveland he serves as chair of the 
Cleveland Cultural Coalition and on the boards of trustees of the Greater Cleveland Growth Association and 
the Cleveland Restoration Society. A medievalist educated at Rutgers and Princeton, Dr. Bergman taught art 
history at Princeton and Harvard before becoming director of The Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore in 1 981 . 

His research has focused on Byzantine and medieval art and architecture. 
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